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Following the declaration of war

against Japan, the warships, sub-
marines, and aircraft of the Asiatic
Fleet singly or in task forces coura-
geously fought many naval battles
against a superior Japanese armada.
General Douglas MacArthur evacuated
most U.S. military personnel and
equipment from the region to prevent
them from being destroyed by Japan’s
military forces, leaving the Asiatic
Fleet alone, without reinforcement, to
do what it could to obstruct the Japa-
nese advance. During these battles, the
men of the Fleet discovered that much
of their equipment was defective. It has
been estimated that one in three of the
Asiatic Fleet’s torpedoes, and one fifth
of its anti-aircraft ammunition, were
duds. Forced to rely on World War I-era
equipment, the Asiatic Fleet directly
suffered the loss of 22 ships, 1,826 men
killed or missing in action, and 518 men
captured and imprisoned under the
worst of conditions. Many of those who
survived later died while being held as
prisoners of war. The Asiatic Fleet
ceased to exist as a cohesive fighting
force on March 1, 1942, when its flag-
ship, the U.S.S. Houston, was sunk by
the Japanese near Indonesia.

Unfortunately, the heroism of the
sailors and marines of the Asiatic Fleet
are largely unknown to the American
public. Today, March 1, 2000, the 58th
anniversary of the Houston’s sinking, I
want to commend the bravery, re-
sourcefulness and sacrifices of all who
served in the United States Navy Asi-
atic Fleet from 1910 to 1942, especially
those sailors and marines who put
their lives in harm’s way during the
first few months of America’s partici-
pation in World War II. No words can
adequately express our nation’s debt to
its veterans, and it is essential that we
provide them with the thanks and rec-
ognition they have earned. The Amer-
ican people should always remember
the courage and determination dis-
played by the personnel of the Asiatic
Fleet, honoring the sacrifices they
made in defense of the United States.∑

HONORING THE U.S. COAST
GUARD’S ROLE IN THE SUCCESS
OF GREAT LAKES SHIPPING

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the men and women of
our U.S. Coast Guard. In particular, I
salute the crew of the USCGC Macki-
naw for their work, which ensures the
full utilization of the navigation sea-
son in my state, and the Great Lakes
region as a whole.

Mr. President, the ice that forms on
the Great Lakes rivals that found any-
where in the continental United
States. Even in a normal winter, ice six
to eight feet thick will develop in the
connecting channels. Windrows,
chunks of ice piled atop one another by
the wind, easily can reach 15 feet in
height. Navigation under such condi-
tions has been possible only because
the Coast Guard’s icebreaking forces
are led by the Mackinaw. The ice-

breaker is capable of generating 10,000
shaft horsepower, and is wide enough—
75 feet—to clear a track for Great
Lakes vessels. Furthermore, the Macki-
naw is crewed sufficiently to stay on
station for days on end.

Annually, more than 10 million tons
of iron ore, 4 million tons of coal, 1.5
million tons of stone, and 500,000 tons
of cement are shipped across the Great
Lakes. The iron ore, coal, stone, and
Seaway trades generated nearly 14 bil-
lion tons of cargo during the 20th cen-
tury. That commerce could not have
been accomplished as safely and effi-
ciently as it was without the assist-
ance of the U.S. Coast Guard, and espe-
cially, the Mackinaw.∑

INTERNATIONAL ABOLITION DAY
∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I rise to mark International Abolition
Day. This day marks the occasion in
1847 when the state of Michigan became
the first English-speaking territory in
the world to abolish capital punish-
ment. As one of the first acts following
conferral of statehood on Michigan, the
Michigan legislature abolished the
death penalty for all crimes except
treason. I note, with tongue and cheek
and with all due respect to my distin-
guished colleagues from Michigan, that
the date marking International Aboli-
tion Day probably should be 1853, when
my great state, the state of Wisconsin,
became the first state to abolish the
death penalty for all crimes. Wisconsin
has been death penalty-free for nearly
150 years. It is clear that the people of
the Midwestern states have shown
great courage and leadership on this
issue since almost the birth of our
great Nation.

Mr. President, International Aboli-
tion Day is a day to remember the vic-
tims and survivors of violent crimes
perpetrated by individual criminals.
But it is also a day to remember those
killed by state-sponsored executions.
And it is a day for education and dis-
cussion of alternatives to the death
penalty.

Just as the people of Michigan over
150 years ago learned the painful re-
ality of the fallibility of our criminal
justice system and confronted the
death penalty’s main use, as a tool of
vengeance, people throughout the
United States today are beginning to
question their longstanding support for
the death penalty. On January 31, Gov-
ernor Ryan effectively imposed a mora-
torium on executions in Illinois until a
state panel can examine the adminis-
tration of the death penalty and why so
many innocents have sat on Illinois’
death row. In a recent Gallup poll, even
though a majority of Americans still
support the death penalty, support for
the death penalty is at a 19-year low.
And when asked whether Americans
prefer the death penalty or life impris-
onment without the possibility of pa-
role, support for the death penalty
drops even further.

These are just some of the many
positive developments that have nur-

tured the reawakening of the American
conscience to the great responsibility
and stain that state-sponsored execu-
tions place on our society. I look for-
ward to the day when our federal gov-
ernment and the 38 states with the
death penalty will recognize the ade-
quacy of sentencing alternatives and
abolish this barbaric punishment for
all time.∑

SPARKMAN HIGH SCHOOL PARTICI-
PATION IN THE ‘‘WE THE
PEOPLE . . . THE CITIZEN AND
THE CONSTITUTION’’ PROGRAM

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, on
May 6–8, 2000 more than 1200 students
from across the United States will be
in Washington, D.C. to compete in the
national finals of the ‘‘We the People
. . . The Citizen and the Constitution’’
program. I am proud to announce that
a class from Sparkman High School
from the city of Harvest will represent
my home state of Alabama in this na-
tional event. These young scholars
have worked diligently to reach the na-
tional finals and through their experi-
ence have gained a deep knowledge and
understanding of the fundamental prin-
ciples and values of our constitutional
democracy.

The ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen
and the Constitution’’ program is the
most extensive educational program in
the country developed specifically to
educate young people about the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. The
three-day national competition is mod-
eled after hearings in the United States
Congress. These hearings consist of
oral presentations by high school stu-
dents before a panel of adult judges.
The students testify as constitutional
experts before a congressional com-
mittee, that is, the panel of judges rep-
resenting various regions of the coun-
try and a variety of appropriate profes-
sional fields. The student testimony is
followed by a period of questioning dur-
ing which the judges probe students for
their depth of understanding and abil-
ity to apply their constitutional
knowledge. Columnist David Broder de-
scribed the national finals as ‘‘the
place to have your faith in the younger
generation restored.’’

The student team from Sparkman
High School is currently conducting re-
search and preparing for the upcoming
national competition in Washington,
DC. I am extremely proud of the stu-
dents and teacher and wish them the
best of luck at ‘‘We the People’’ na-
tional finals. I look forward to greeting
them when they visit Capitol Hill.∑

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
MICHAEL SULLIVAN

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and say farewell to
an outstanding Naval Officer and fel-
low Arizona citizen, Lieutenant Mi-
chael Sullivan, who has served with
distinction for the past eighteen
months in the Navy’s Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs. It is a privilege for me to

VerDate 16-FEB-2000 03:16 Mar 02, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A01MR6.045 pfrm01 PsN: S01PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T16:07:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




